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but still the place held out. The foreigners were
wearied out, and the Genoese threatened to go home
if the siege were not soon ended. At last it was dis-
covered that on dark nights, about once a month, a
clever Moorish seaman was wont to conduct into the
harbour fifty small boats laden with provisions, and
had thus enabled the place to hold out for a whole
year. On this the king closed the harbour more
completely, and the fleets of Aragon and Portugal
came up and cut off all hope of succour by sea. But
the winter rains had brought disease into the be-
sieging camp, and the Counts of Foix and Evreux
both died, so that Alfonso was the more willing to
listen when Yousuf, by order of Aboul Hacem,
offered to yield the place on condition of all the in-
habitants being allowed to march with their property.
A truce for ten years was granted, and Alfonso
returned to Seville in triumph, when the first thing he
did was to send all the ladies of the emir's harem,
whom he had taken at Salado, back to Fez, splendidly
equipped with robes and jewels, an act of courtesy
which Aboul Hacem requited with magnificent gifts.
Yousuf spent the interval of peace in further deco-
rating his beautiful city of Granada, and furthering
all arts and sciences, as well as in arranging the
government on the system which continued to the end
of the Moorish rule in Granada. Mechanics throve
as much as ever, and the great astronomer, Abu
Abdallah Ben Aracam, made curious clocks, and drew
up. astronomical tables, while experiments were made
on the polarity of the magnet, and the use of the
mariner's compass established.
Before the truce was over there was a great civil

